[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk171665888]NACKAWIC HIGH SCHOOL CELL PHONE POLICY

Rationale: The principals of the nine high schools in the Woodstock Education Centre of ASD-W have been concerned with the increased distraction caused by cell phones for the past number of years. Our student perception data, staff perception data, behaviour data, and current research regarding student mental health, technology addiction, and engagement indicate that cell phones in the classroom cause far too many distractions which impede learning. Some of these distractions include the constant need to check social media notifications, the temptation to play games, and bullying and harassment during school hours. 

Cell Phone Expectations:

· Nackawic High School is a cell phone reduced environment from the hours of 8:00 am-3:05 pm.

· Cell phones are not to be used during the instructional time. Phones are to be left in lockers. If they are brought to class students will be directed to turn them off and put them in a designated space. Refusal to comply will be treated as defiance by school administration. Repeated instances of bringing a phone to class will be treated as defiance by school administration under this policy. 

· All students and staff will have access to additional technology for instructional purposes through the following means:
· Computer labs (provided by school)
· Tablets or netbooks (provided by school)
· Bring your own device (limited to personal laptop/tablet). As part of the provincial high school experience, all students are required to have their own laptop or tablet. Should you require support in acquiring a laptop, please see the following link to apply for the laptop subsidy program. Link: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.201514.Laptop_Subsidy_Program.html#:~:text=Once%20your%20application%20is%20approved,the%20Dell%20Latitude%203310%20laptop.

· Students are only permitted to use cell phones before school, during breaks, at noon hour, and after school.

· Phones are not to be used in hallways or washrooms during instructional time. They are to be left in lockers during class time, even if a student is not necessarily in the classroom. 

· Students who require use of their cellphone for medical reasons, such as diabetes self-management, may continue to use it for these purposes only. 

· If a teacher plans to engage the class in an activity for which a cell phone is required, such as orienteering, the teacher may apply to school administration for approval of each activity. If approved, students are only permitted to use their phones for the purpose of the activity.  

· Students who are in need of communicating with parents and guardians during the instructional day may do so in the following way:

· They may use their cell phone at noon or after school. 

· In case of an urgent matter, the student may ask the teacher for permission to use the office phone.

· If a parent needs to contact their child due to an emergency or other urgent matter, they can call the school and speak with an administrative assistant or leave a message. The message will be relayed to the student. 

· The policy will be strictly enforced. Students who refuse to meet the expectation of the cell phone reduced school environment will be subject to the following consequences: 

· Step 1: on first offence, a warning will be given, and the phone will be placed in the office until the end of the day.  A parent/guardian will be notified by email or phone call.
· Step 2: on second offence, the student will receive a one-day suspension from school
· Step 3: on third offence, the student will receive a 2-day suspension from school
· Step 4: on fourth offence, the student will receive a 3-day suspension and require a re-entry meeting with a parent
· Step 5: on fifth offence, the student will receive a 4-day suspension and will no longer be permitted to have a cell phone with them during instructional time. It must be left at home or turned into the office during class time.
· Step 6: any further violations of the policy will result in 5-day suspensions.
Note: If serious misconduct in use of cellular phones occur, more immediate and severe consequences may be warranted. Please note that the steps reset at the end of the school year, not the end of the semester. 

Please sign below that you have read and acknowledge the new policies concerning cell phone use:

Student Name: 			______________________________   
Student Signature: 		______________________________
Parent/Guardian Name:  	_______________________________  
Parent/Guardian Signature:   	________________________________
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